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M A J O R  T A K E A W A Y S

COVID-19 UPDATE POST-ELECTION DEBRIEF
AUG 4 NOV 10

NATIONAL MUSLIM
ORGANIZER'S SUMMIT

FEB 10

MENTAL HEALTH IN THE
MUSLIM COMMUNITY

MAY 4

Enumerating the many issues CBOs are working

on, ranging from language access to hate crimes

to voter registration, and beginning the relevant

networking and resource sharing.

Sharing strategies for moving forward with

resolve in the post-Trump era.

With David Ng, workshopping lobbying and the

New York State legislative process.

After the November election, many challenges

still faced our community, as well as many

opportunities. We took stock of these and

discussed areas to focus our advocacy on going

forward. In addition, David Ng of the Advocacy

Institute gave a guest presentation on the nuts

and bolts of political advocacy.

Meeting actions included:
We brainstormed and distributed funding

opportunities from Islamic, local, and

corporate sources.

CBOS and organizations highlighted and

shared advice from their efforts to combat

the economic fallout and devastating

health impact of the virus.

We checked in on each other after the disorder

and pain of the pandemic's first summer.

Simultaneously separated and together, we

shared how we each mobilized to aid our

community and how we could cooperate further

to overcome the unexampled challenges of

Covid-19. For example, 

Shaykh Ibad implored imams to get mental

wellness training or else "neglect a critical part

of our jobs as leaders. "A real masjid," he said,

"meets all of a community's needs."

Dr. Oraib educated us about suicide warnings,

causes, and depression, while Dr. Omar said the

Muslim community is too slow to react to

mental health crises. "Someone has to die," he

said, "for us to be jolted into action." 

Farah Salam and Ghadeer Ady shared various

AAFSC programs and workshops centered on

improving mental wellness.

Reflecting on the Towhid family tragedy in Texas, we

identified mental health as a critical issue in our

community and a taboo that must be overcome. We

discussed causes and solutions from both a faith-

based and a clinical perspective. Our guest speakers

included Shaykh Ibad Wali, Dr. Oraib Toukly, Dr.
Omar Shareef, Farah Salam, & Ghadeer Ady.

Shared

We convened a summit of Muslim leaders from

across America and talked about the successes

and challenges of getting our community civically

engaged. We learned how to harness our civic

power as a community. Our panelists were Dean
Obeidallah, Salam Al-Marayati, Madihha
Ahussain, Margari Hill, & Salima Suswell.

Obeidallah talked about how Muslims took back

control of our narrative after 2016 by winning our

own elections for office.

Al-Marayati shared how to gain influence and

respect when pushing for change.

Ahussain shared the strategies her organization

used to combat the devastating Travel Ban.

Suswell detailed the strategies Emgage uses to

civically engage the Muslim community and how

these were at play in 2020 election. 

Hill showed us how we can coordinate Muslim

civil society to advocate for racial justice.



A C H I E V E M E N T S  &  W I N S

Covid-19 Hotline - During the worst of the pandemic,
we organized and ran a telephone hotline that reached
over 250 individuals, including 130 families. We
coordinated financial relief, food delivery, referrals, and
shared guidance on how to access social services. 

Food Security - To secure food access in our
communities, we created an advocacy group that
successfully lobbied the Mayor's office to contract with a
Halal food vendor and fund Halal food pantry boxes.

2020 Election - Led and advised by Emgage, many of our
organizations collaborated on get-out-to-vote initiatives
for 2020 election cycle. 

Confronting Covid - Our groups worked together on
various pandemic projects, including mask give-aways,
test accessibility, vaccine outreach with mosques, and
organized a youth-led civic action day focused on
domestic violence awareness. 

Expertise Exchange - CBOs have shared expertise,
knowledge, and connections in order to enrich each
others' programs and facilitate the shared organization
of events.
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A T T E N D A N C E
MCN organized four virtual roundtables this year, including a
national summit of thought leaders from across the country.
Attendees included imams, nonprofit organizations, activists,

educators, and government representatives. 
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M E S S A G E S  F R O M  O U R
S T A K E H O L D E R S  &  G U E S T S

On Joe Biden's victory: "Now is not
the time to sleep. This is our time

to organize, because the other side

is organized too...Every win is
baraka. We have to plan, and we

have to help each other." 

Shahana Masum
Muslim Sisters of

Staten Island

David Ng
Advocacy 
Institute

"If you want a really good piece of

legislation, then you need to take the

lead on it...You are smarter than the
legislator because you know the issue

better than they do. They don't know

how it will impact your community. "

"Things have changed because more

Muslims have got involved. Wanna see
more stories? Get involved. It's that

simple...This is the time for American

Muslims to be in the news. More
Americans will see who we really are."

Dean Obeidallah
The Dean

Obeidallah Show

On mental health: "Just because parents

don't see it doesn't mean it's not

there...It's important to have

conversations about mental health, even
among communities that don't like to
or want to, because we're all we've got."

"Instead of just articulating our

grievances, of which there are many...

we have to make them listen. We

have to show how we are a part of

the solution, show how Islam is
enriching society.

Salam Al-Marayati
Muslim Public
Affairs Council

"Mental illness is not a personality
failure. The failure is in how we

respond to it... 2/3 of people with

mental illness never seek help
because of the stigma we, as a

society and community, put on it."

Noor Sukkar
MCN/MYNYC Youth

Civic Fellow

Dr. Oraib Toukly
Clinical

Psychologist



African Communities Together

(ACT)

African Life Center

African Muslim Youth

African Services Committee

Agha Khan Council for

Northeast USA

American Pakistani Affairs

Council (APPAC)

APNA Brooklyn Community

Center

Arab American Association of

NY (AAANY)

Arab Womens Voice

Asiyah Women's Center

Association of American

Muslim Lawyers (AMAL)

Bait-ul Jammat - House of

Community

Bangladeshi American

Community Development &

Youth Service (BACDYS)

Chhaya Community

Development Corporation

Citizens Against Recidivism

Cordoba House

 

Core Vision Foundation

Council of People's

Organization (COPO)

Council on America Islamic

Relations (CAIR)- NY

Desis Rising Up and Moving

(DRUM)

Emgage USA

Future Leaders of

Islam/Seekers of Knowledge

House of Peace

ICNA Relief

Interfaith Center of NY

Islamic Relief USA

Majlish Ashura

Malikah

Muslim American Society

(MAS)

Muslim Bar Association of NY

(MuBANY)

Muslim Community Network

(MCN)

Muslim Immigrant Coalition

for Justice (Mic4justice)

Muslim Sisters of Staten

Island

Muslim Volunteers 4 NY

Muslim Women's Institute

for Research and

Development

Muslim Writer's Collective

(MWC)

Muslimah Youth

Muslims Against Hunger

Muslims for Progress

Muslims Thrive

Nene

Performing Arts Mosaic

SAKHI

Sapna

Sauti Yetu Center for

African Women and Families

Smiling Coast Women

Empowerment Network

Soninkara in America

South Asian Fund for

Education, Scholarship, and

Training (SAFEST)

South Asian Youth

Action (SAYA)

Turning Point for

Women and Families

Ummahatul

Mumineen

UN Women Gambia

USA Mali Charitable

Association of NY

(UMACA)

Women for Afghan

Women

Women in Islam

Women's Islamic

Initiative in

Spirituality and

Equality (WISE)

Yemeni American

Merchants

Association (YAMA)

Zakat Fund

T H A N K  Y O U !

This wouldn't be possible without you all as our stakeholders. We hope
to see you at our next rountable.

Muslim Civil Society Directory: https://tinyurl.com/muslimCBO


